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________________________________________________________________________________

PROPOSALS FOR ARTICLES 13 (NATURAL DISASTERS) AND 

14 (SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT) OF CHAPTER III 

OF THE DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

CHAPTER III

Social development, equal opportunity, and non-discrimination.

Article 13

Proposal presented by the Chair at the informal meeting held on November 25, 2008, and amended during the meeting of December 2, 2008: 

[ME: Our region is highly vulnerable to natural disasters.] Reducing the susceptibilities of our populations and economies to natural disasters, through [ME: policies on adaptation to climate change and] disaster prevention, [GU: awareness and education,] mitigation, [VE: preparation, and] response, [VE: and recovery] [policies] [GU: disaster training and regional cooperation] focusing [ME: that focus] on the most vulnerable segments of society, notably the poorest, and effecting a quick restoration of basic goods and services in the immediate aftermath of a disaster, are essential to ensuring the momentum of a nation’s progress and its people’s pursuit of a better life. 

Proposal by the delegation of Peru presented at the informal meeting of December 10, 2008:
Mitigate the risk of disasters in our nations by developing and strengthening institutional capacities, strategies, mechanisms, and actions to reduce vulnerabilities and the risks of disasters, while minimizing the adverse impact of threats so as to contribute to sustainable development; and, in general, develop synergies among the actors involved and build resilience in nations and communities, especially that of the poorest and most vulnerable segments of society. 
Proposal by CARICOM to be presented at the informal meeting of December 10, 2008:

Reducing the [US: vulnerabilityies] of our populations and economies to natural disasters, through [CAN: strengthening institutional capacities and] policies on adaptation to climate change, and disaster prevention, mitigation, response and recovery policies that focus on [US: segments of society most susceptible to them the poorest segments of society] is essential to [US: ensuring the momentum of a nation’s progress and its people’s pursuit of a better life restoring the livelihoods of those affected and enabling a country’s sustainable development.]

Proposal resulting from the negotiations at the informal meeting of December 10, 2008

Reducing the risk of our populations and economies to natural and man-made disasters through strengthening institutional capacities and policies on adaptation to climate change, and disaster prevention, awareness, education, mitigation, response and recovery policies, that focus on the most vulnerable and poorest segments of society, is essential to enabling the sustainable development of a country, ensuring a nation’s progress and its people’s pursuit of a better life 

Article 14

NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Proposal for the article on sustainable development (articles 12 and 14) resulting from the negotiations held during the informal meetings that took place on November 14 and November 25, 2008:

Eradicating [extreme] poverty, reducing [US: social and economic] inequities, and the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources are fundamental and interrelated challenges facing the Hemisphere and meeting them is essential to achieving sustainable development. 

Alternate proposal presented by the delegation of Peru on December 2, 2008 for the first paragraph: 

The eradication of extreme poverty, the elimination of inequities, and the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources are fundamental and interrelated challenges facing the Hemisphere and meeting them is essential to achieving social cohesion and sustainable development. 

Proposal resulting from the negotiations at the informal meeting of December 10, 2008

Combating poverty, including the eradication of extreme poverty, reducing social and economic inequities, and the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources are fundamental and interrelated challenges facing the Hemisphere and meeting them is essential to achieving sustainable development.
The states will adopt and execute, with the participation of the private sector and civil society organizations, strategies, plans, and policies to meet these challenges as part of their development efforts and for the benefit and enjoyment of all persons and all generations. (Approved on December 2, 2008)
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